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 Policy issues such as sustainability, healthcare and the financial crisis emphasise the
importance of anticipating the long-term perspective. In practice, however, it is difficult to deal
with such an irregular or deviant topic as the long term in public policy and politics. A
perspective on how the long term and its inherent uncertainty play a role in politics and public
policy-making processes is under-represented. This article examines how policy-making
processes and politics deal with the uncertainty of a long-term issue from the perspective of
futures studies. The case study under consideration is the ageing population in the Netherlands,
which has been on the country's political agenda since the end of the nineties. It is shown that
the over-reliance on forecasting studies has impacted how uncertainty about the future is dealt
with in both policy-making processes and politics. With these conclusions, this paper integrates
the existing, yet fragmented, literature on using futures studies in public policy and politics and
adds to the scarce empirical research. 

Read Full Article   

 1 / 1

http://rss.sciencedirect.com/action/redirectFile?&amp;zone=main&amp;currentActivity=feed&amp;usageType=outward&amp;url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%3F_ob%3DGatewayURL%26_origin%3DIRSSSEARCH%26_method%3DcitationSearch%26_piikey%3DS0016328713001067%26_version%3D1%26md5%3D2119b14fbbe3e42e1db4e6fd0b016d8b

